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" Art is long and time is fleeting, 

And our hearts, tliough stout and brftve, 
Still like muffled drums ave beating, 
Funeral marclies to the gi'ave." 

Charles Sumner, a ripe scholar, a profound 
statesman, an honest, earnest defender in the 
darkest hour, as well as at mid-day of freedom, 
justice and right, has put on immortality. 

At his post of duty he died. His last thoughts 
were of the enfranchised race for which he had 
labored so long and suffered so much. "Take 
care of my civil rights bill." 

In his last moments true friends were with him. 
No wife, no child stood by his pillow as earth 
faded from his sight, and soothed him with a 
touch, cheered him with a word, or in affliction 
wept ; but he has gone to a better world tban 
this, deeply mourned by tens of thousands of his 
own race, while hundreds of thousands of black 
men and women, in whose lowly cabins his name 
is a household word and upon whose hearts it is 
written, are flooding the land with their tears. 
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Cities are draped in black ; the public grief 
burdens the air ; tlie sad paraphernalia of mourn- 
ing clothes the nation. In sorrow and in honor 
his body has been borne from Washington to 
Mount Auburn, and upon its coffin the broken 
column, the cross, the anchor, the crown, the 
tube rose, the calla lily with the violet resting 
upon its white bosora, the immortelles have made 
beautiful its passage to the grave. 

It was the good fortune of Charles Sumner to 
spend his earlier years in the commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, in that grand State whose record, 
from the time when it was ti colony to the 
present day, is so proud and great. Tliere he 
enjoyed and fully improved the advantages of a 
ripe education. Years of foreign travel and inti- 
mate association with cultured men added rich 
stores to his mind. He returned to Boston and 
entered upon the practice of the law, but he was 
not destined to give his life work to struggle for 
riches or fame in that profession. The conflict 
with and triumph over American slavery was to 
be his opportunity and his glory. For weary years 
all over the southern portion of the land, "How. 
long, O, Lord ! how long ?" had prayed the 
beaten and bruised slaves, and, by the hands of 
great, richly-endowed, strongly-armed servants like 
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SuMHEE, God proposed to work out their salva- 
tion, after prayer, after struggle, after obloquy, 
after violence, after war, at immense price of 
suffering, disease and death. Providence provides 
for every great crisis men equal to meet it. 

Stjmweb early saw clearly that slavery or the 
nation must die. He signed his name to the roll 
of an abolition society ; he acted vrith the Free- 
soil party in 1848 and supported Van Buren and 
Adams and the platform of the Buffalo conven- 
tion ; he sustained the Wilmot proviso ; he pro- 
nounced several public, powerful and able addresses 
against slavery, and became known and honored 
as an advocate of emancipation. 

The seat of Daniel Webster in the Senate of the 
United States was vacant. He had accepted office 
in the cabinet of Pillmore. For many years idol- 
ized by Massachusetts, of a giant intellect, the 
mighty defender of the Constitntion had not, in 
the later period of his service as Senator, falfllled 
the expectations of many sincere and devoted 
friends. In a prominent newspaper of New York 
had appeared the advertisement : 

"Waited. — Daniel Webster in the Senate of 
the United States to fight for Freedom," — 

And the advertisement had not been answered. 
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